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RAQ VETERANS AGAINST THE WAR
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WHY WE'RE AGATIMST THE
WAR

MEMBER PROFILES
MEMBERS SPEAK
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CONTACT US
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£ 2008 Iraq Veterans fgainst the War |

Support IVAW

Click hene to make o donation

IVAW Wants to See Obama Call for a Complete Withdrawal from
Irag

As an organization of Global War on Terror veterans and Active Duty service
members, Irag Veterans Against the War (IVAW) is pleased that President Obama
s taking important steps to bring our fellow service members home. However, his
plan to slowly remove combat brigades over the next 18 months and leave a
remaining 35-50,000 troops throughout 2011 is a plan for almost three more years
of an unjustified military cccupation that continues to claim the lives and
livelihoods of cur troops and innocent Iragis.

President Obama speaks of a change in mission, from a combat role to a support
role, but yvet still leaves room for "conducting targeted counter-terrorism missions™
with a portion of the transitional forces remaining combat-ready. He also does not
include a timeling for removing the mare than 150,000 private defense contractors
and mercenaries still in Iraq, nor does he address the question of disallowing
permanent military bases.

His plan is also caming at a time when 17,000 more troops are being deployed to
Afghanistan. He says he understands service members have "[born] the heaviest
burden,” but how is he alleviating that burden by removing troops from Iraq only
to ask them to fight in an escalating cccupation in Afghanistan? The longer that
both of these occupations continue, the more difficult it will be to meet the needs
of our returning veterans who are already suffering from inadequate care and a
lack of resources.

We must ensure that U.S. control of Iraq, which today is accomplished primarily
through military foroe, s not maintained over the longer term through the use of
more subtle legal, financial, economic, or political means. "The Iragi people
deserve the dignity of full soverelgnty and control of their own natlon," says Kelly
Doughery, Executive Director of VAW and former Military Pollce Sergeant, "and
the only way to give this to them Is by the immediate and complete withdrawal of
all cccupying forces from Iragq — this means withdrawing all milltary personnel,
troops, and defense contractors, closing all military bases, ceasing air operations,
and removing Amercan interests intent on controlling Iraqi oil resources.”

submit this page:

Click here for mare IVAW Updates

Website by The dction Mill | Waebsite funded by the Inavals Foundation

THAW iz & proud Affiliate of Velsrans For Peace, a S01{c W 3) charity, and walcomeas yvour tax-deduckibie charitable contribubions.

“ IVAW Wants to See Obama Call for a Complete Withdrawa from Irag”
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