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IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776.
THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE
THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

WHEN, in the Course of human Events, it becomes
necessary for one People to dissolve the Political
Bands which have connected them with another, and to
assume, among the Powers of the Earth, the separate
and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature's GOD entitle them, a decent Respect to the
Opinions of Mankind requires that they should declare
the Causes which impel them to the Separation.

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are
created equal, that they ae endowed, by their
CREATOR, with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of
Happiness.--That to secure these Rights, Governments are
ingtituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the
Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the
Right of the People to ater or to abolish it, and to
ingtitute new Government, laying its Foundation on such
Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that
Governments long established, should not be changed for
light and transient Causes; and accordingly al Experience
hath shewn, that Mankind are more disposed to suffer,
while Evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the Forms to which they are accustomed. But
when a long Train of Abuses and Usurpations, pursuing
invariably the same Object, evinces a Design to reduce
them under absolute Despotism, it is their Right, it is their
Duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new
Guards for their future Security. Such has been the
patient Sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the
Necessty which constrains them to dter their former
Systems of Government.
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The History of the present King of Great-Britain is a
History of repeated Injuries and Usurpations, al having in
direct Object the Establishment of an absolute Tyranny
over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to
a candid World.

HE has refused his Assent to Laws, the most
wholesome and necessary for the public Good.

HE has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of
immediate and pressing Importance, unless suspended
in their Operation till his Assent should be obtained;
and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to
attend to them.

HE has refused to pass other Laws for the
Accommodation of large Districts of People, unless
those People would relinquish the Right of
Representation in the Legislature, a Right inestimable
to them, and formidable to Tyranny only.

HE has called together Legislative Bodies at Places
unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the
Depository of their public Records, for the sole
Purpose of fatiguing them into Compliance with his
Measures.

HE has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for
opposing with manly Firmness his Invasions on the
Rights of the People.

HE has refused for a long Time, after such
Dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the
Legislative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have
returned to the People at large for their exercise; the
State remaining, in the mean Time, exposed to al the
Dangers of Invasion from without, and Convulsions
within.
-3-



HE has endeavoured to prevent the Population of these
States; for that Purpose obstructing the Laws for
Naturaization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to
encourage their Migrations hither, and raisng the
Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

HE has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by
refusng his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary
Powers.

HE has made Judges dependent on his Will aone, for the
Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Payment of
their Sdaries.

HE has erected a Multitude of new Offices, and sent
hither Swarms of Officers to harrass our People, and eat
out their Substance.

HE has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing
Armies, without the Consent of our Legidatures.

HE has affected to render the Military independent of and
superior to the Civil Power.

HE has combined with others to subject us to a
Jurisdiction foreign to our Constitution, and
unacknowledged by our Laws; giving his Assent to their
Acts of pretended Legidation:

FOR quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us.
FOR protecting them, by a mock Tria, from Punishment
for any Murders which they should commit on the
Inhabitants of these States:

FOR cutting off our Trade with al Parts of the World:
FOR imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

FOR depriving us, in many Cases, of the Benefits of
Tria by Jury:



FOR transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for
pretended Offences.

FOR abolishing the free System of English Laws in a
neighbouring Province, establishing therein an arbitrary
Government, and enlarging its Boundaries, so as to render
it a once an Example and fit Instrument for introducing
the same absolute Rule into these Colonies:

FOR taking away our Charters, abolishing our most
valuable Laws, and atering fundamentally the Forms of
our Governments:

FOR suspending our own Legidatures, and declaring
themselves invested with Power to legidate for us in all
Cases whatsoever.

HE has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out
of his Protection, and waging War against us.

HE has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coadts, burnt
our Towns, and destroyed the Lives of our People.

HE is, a this Time, transporting large Armies of foreign
Mercenaries to complete the Works of Death, Desolation,
and Tyranny, dready begun with Circumstances of
Crudty and Perfidy, scarcey pardleled in the most
barbarous Ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a
civilized Nation.

HE has congtrained our Fellow-Citizens, taken Captive on
the high Seas, to bear Arms againgt their Country, to
become the Executioners of their Friends and Brethren, or
to fall themselves by their Hands.

HE has excited domestic Insurrections amongst us, and
has endeavoured to bring on the Inhabitants of our
Frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known
Rule of Warfare, is an undistinguished Destruction, of al
Ages, Sexes, and Conditions.
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the united States of
America

United Colonies
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IN every Stage of these Oppressions we have Petitioned
for Redress in the most humble Terms. Our repested
Petitions have been answered only by repeated Injury. A
Prince, whose Character is thus marked by every Act
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the Ruler of a
free People.

NOR have we been wanting in Attentions to our British
Brethren. We have warned them, from Time to Time, of
Attempts by their Legidature to extend an unwarrantable
Jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
Circumstances of our Emigration and Seftlement here.
We have appedled to their native Justice and
Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Ties of
our common Kindred to disavow these Usurpations,
which would inevitably interrupt our Connexions and
Correspondence. They too have been deaf to the Voice of
Justice and of Consanguinity. We must, therefore,
acquiesce in the Necessty, which denounces our
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the Rest of
Mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

WE, therefore, the Representatives of the UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, in GENERAL CONGRESS
Assembled, appedling to the Supreme Judge of the World
for the Rectitude of our Intentions, do, in the Name, and
by Authority of the good People of these Colonies,
solemnly Publish and Declare, That these United
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FREE AND
INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are absolved from
all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that al political
Connexion between them and the State of Great-Britain,
is, and ought to be, totally dissolved; and that as FREE
AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power
to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish
Commerce, and to do al other Acts and Things which
INDEPENDENT STATES may of Right do. And for the
Support of this Declaration, with a firm Reliance on the
Protection of DIVINE PROVIDENCE, we mutudly
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our
sacred Honour.

John Hancock. ...
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1789

DECLARATION DES DROITS DE L'HOMME ET DU CITOYEN DE 1789

Les Représentants du Peuple Frangais, constitués en Assemblée nationale, considérant
que l'ignorance, I'oubli ou le mépris des droits de I'homme sont les seules causes des
malheurs publics et de la corruption des Gouvernements, ont résolu d'exposer, dans
une Déclaration solennelle, les droits naturels, inaliénables et sacrés de I'homme, afin
que cette Déclaration, constamment présente a tous les membres du corps social, leur
rappelle sans cesse leurs droits et leurs devoirs ; afin que les actes du pouvoir
légidatif, et ceux du pouvoir exécutif pouvant étre a chague instant comparés avec le
but de toute institution politique, en soient plus respectés ; afin que les réclamations
des citoyens, fondées désormais sur des principes simples et incontestables, tournent
toujours au maintien de la Constitution, et au bonheur de tous. En conséquence,
I'Assemblée nationale reconnait et déclare, en présence et sous les auspices de I'Etre
Supréme, les droits suivants de I'homme et du citoyen.

Article premier

Les hommes naissent et demeurent libres et égaux en droits. Les distinctions sociaes
ne peuvent étre fondées que sur I'utilité commune.

Article Il
Le but de toute association politique est la conservation des droits naturels et
imprescriptibles de I'nomme. Ces droits sont la liberté, la propriété, la sireté et la
résistance a |'oppression.

Article 111

Le principe de toute Souveraineté réside essentiellement dans la Nation. Nul corps,
nul individu ne peut exercer d'autorité qui n'en émane expressement.

Article IV

La liberté consiste a pouvoir faire tout ce qui ne nuit pas a autrui : ainsi |'exercice
des droits naturels de chague homme n'a de bornes que celles qui assurent aux autres
Membres de la Société, la jouissance de ces mémes droits. Ces bornes ne peuvent
étre déterminées que par la Loi.



Article V

LaLoi n'ale droit de défendre que les actions nuisibles a la Société. Tout ce qui n'est
pas défendu par la Loi ne peut &re empéché, et nul ne peut &re contraint a faire ce
gu'elle n‘ordonne pas.

Article VI

La Loi est I'expression de la volonté générale. Tous les Citoyens ont droit de
concourir personnellement, ou par leurs Représentants, a sa formation. Elle doit étre
la méme pour tous, soit qu'elle protége, soit qu'elle punisse. Tous les Citoyens étant
égaux a ses yeux, sont également admissibles a toutes dignités, places et emplois
publics, selon leur capacité, et sans autre distinction que celle de leurs vertus et de
leurs talents.

Article VII

Nul homme ne peut étre accusé, arrété, ni détenu que dans les cas déterminés par la
Loi, et sddon les formes qu'elle a prescrites. Ceux qui sollicitent, expédient, exécutent
ou font exécuter des ordres arbitraires, doivent étre punis ; mais tout Citoyen appelé
ou saisi en vertu de la Loi doit obéir al'instant : il se rend coupable par la résistance.

Article VIII

La Loi ne doit établir que des peines strictement et évidemment nécessaires, et nul ne
peut étre puni qu'en vertu d'une Loi établie et promulguée antérieurement au délit, et
|également appliquée.

Article IX

Tout homme étant présumé innocent jusgu'a ce qu'il ait été déclaré coupable, sil est
jugé indispensable de I'arréter, toute rigueur qui ne serait pas nécessaire pour sassurer
de sa personne, doit étre séverement réprimée par la Loi.

Article X

Nul ne doit ére inquiété pour ses opinions, méme religieuses, pourvu que leur
manifestation ne trouble pas I'ordre public établi par la Loi.
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Article XI

La libre communication des pensées et des opinions est un des droits les plus
précieux de I'Homme : tout Citoyen peut donc parler, écrire, imprimer librement, sauf
a répondre de I'abus de cette liberté, dans les cas déterminés par la Loi.

Article XI1

La garantie des droits de I'Homme et du Citoyen nécessite une force publique : cette
force est donc instituée pour l'avantage de tous, et non pour I'utilité particuliére de
ceux auxquels elle est confiée.

Article X111

Pour I'entretien de la force publique, et pour les dépenses d'administration, une
contribution commune est indispensable. Elle doit étre également répartie entre tous
les Citoyens, en raison de leurs facultés.

Article XIV

Tous les Citoyens ont le droit de constater, par eux-mémes ou par leurs

Représentants, la nécessité de la contribution publique, de la consentir librement, d'en

suivre I'emploi et d'en déterminer la quotité, |'assiette, le recouvrement et la durée.
Article XV

La Société a le droit de demander compte a tout Agent public de son administration.

Article XVI

Toute Société dans laquelle la garantie des Droits n'est pas assurée, ni la séparation
des Pouvoirs déterminée, n'a point de Constitution.

Article XVII
La propriété étant un droit inviolable et sacré, nul ne peut en étre privé, s ce n'est

lorsque la nécessité publique, 1également constatée, I'exige évidemment, et sous la
condition d'une juste et préalable indemnité.
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